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The beauty and bounty of water resources
in Northern Michigan add immeasurably
to our quality of life—not only for the
peo.‘ple who enjoy them, but also for the
‘wildlife dependent upon them. Those
of us fortunate enough to live and work
along lake shorelines must preserve them
for futgfe generations by reducing erosion,
g wildlife habitat, and protecting
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"‘Lakescaping,” or landscaping-along lakefront properties, emphasizes

_natural-looking plantings employing native flowers, grasses; trees,

-differs from that of typical home landscaping.'Generally, when planting in
~ residential situations, a home owner first selects favorite plants, and then

alters the growing environment to get them to survive. This approach
often results in'the need to use fertilizers, herbicides; pesticides, and

other chemical aids, along with a significant time and-resource investment.

These fertilizers and chemicals can not only harm wildlife, but can also
degrade water quality. With the lakescaping-approach, the home owner
first assesses the growing environment and then selects plants that are
known to grow in these conditions. Preference is given to native plants
as they do not require supplemental water, fertilizers, pesticides,

or excessive maintenance.

Setbhack
and enjoy the view

The building setback is the distance
required between structures and sensitive
shoreline resources. Building setbacks are
the most effective way to relieve construction
pressure on fragile bluffs and wetlands,
and on valuable forest and beach-lined
coasts. The recommended setback from
the water’s edge is @ minimum of 100 feet.
Your local zoning ordinance also dictates
a building setback for activities within a
specified distance of the lake for water
quality protection. Contact your zoning
administrator to learn what the minimum
requirements are.

'Did you know?

Go native
and natural!

Native plants are plants that grow naturally
in your region and are best suited for the
environmental conditions on your lakeshore
property. Many native plants are well
suited for lakeside yards and shoreline
greenbelts. The deep fibrous roots of
native plants help keep the soil in place,
encourage infiltration, and readily absorb
nutrients. Furthermore, native plants vary
in their form, color, height, and environ-
mental preferences so they easily lend
themselves to many different landscapes
and can add significant beauty to your
lakeside yard. Additionally, once established
in the right location, native plants require
little, if any, supplemental care. Choosing
native plants also helps avoid the spread
of nuisance exotic (or non-native) plants,
such as purple loosestrife.

Excess fertilizers, pesticides, and other materials found

around shoreline home sites wash into a lake after a heavy rain.
These substances can alter the water’s chemical and biological
characteristics, creating unhealthy conditions. If you decide
fertilizing is necessary, be sure to use a phosphorus-free lawn
fertilizer. The nutrient code on the fertilizer bag should have

a “zero” as the middle number to indicate it is phosphorus-free. 2

Show your
softer shoreline

“Biotechnical erosion control” is an effective
alternative to seawalls or oversized rip
rap. This form of soft engineering provides
a cost-effective, environmentally friendly,
and aesthetically pleasing method for
controlling accelerated shoreline erosion.
Biotechnical erosion control uses smaller
rock, flexible coconut fiber bundles, and
plantings to emulate the natural shoreline
while also preventing further erosion. :

) "
Shoreline properties featured in this brochure
ere phot(l)graphed on Lake Charlevoix.
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Native Beauty...

The flowers on the left are all native to this area and are beautiful when incorporated into lakeshore landscaping
projects. For a complete list of Northern Michigan’s native plants and where to purchase locally please contact

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council.
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