
 

        

PAUL SAK:  FoCL President takes a 
step back 

After five years as president, Paul Sak has decided to 
hand over the reigns to someone new and take a well 
deserved breather from the rigors of organizational 
leadership. Paul’s role at the helm of FoCL extends back 
to the formative years of the organization, which led the 
way in keeping Clam Lake safe and open for all to enjoy. 
Clam Lake is unique in the lower chain due to it’s 
location between the Grass River and popular Torch 
Lake. Clam Lake is a vital throughway for boat traffic, the 
location of several commercial operations, an excellent 
fishing and recreational destination, and a great place to 
have a summer cottage. Through Paul’s leadership, 
FoCL was a major force ensuring unencumbered access 
for all to enjoy this wonderful resource. During his tenure 
as president, Paul was instrumental in establishing a 
nesting platform for loons at the east end of the lake, 
initiating an annual boat count of traffic on Clam Lake, 
co-sponsoring of Grass River education events, and 
organizing the Fish Shelters Project for the chain-of-
lakes. Paul plans to remain active at board meetings, as 
a past president, and will be volunteering on several 
projects planned for 2013, including control of invasive 
species and installing fish shelters. Thanks Paul for all 
you have done for FoCL ! 

 FISH SHELTER PROJECT:  Improving 
fishing for serious anglers and fishing 
families 

Fish shelters were installed at four locations in Clam 
Lake during the first year of this five year long 
DNR/DEQ approved project. Over the five year course 
of this project, fish shelters will be installed at a total of 
nine sites on Clam Lake. The project involves five 
different lakes on the chain with up to 250 individual 
shelters to be placed at over 80 sites. The goal is to 
compensate for a lack of fish habitat and improve sport 
fishing. Historically, much of the natural woody debris 
has been removed from along shorelines by property 
owners and commercial development, leaving fewer 
places for fish to spawn and for juvenile fish and bait 
fish to seek refuge. FoCL members came together 
during several “build events” over the past summer to 
construct shelters and deploy them. 

             Volunteers building fish shelters 

Twelve individual shelters were placed in Clam Lake at 
the four locations at a depth of between 15 and 25 feet 
of water. The shelters consisted of a five foot tall 
fabricated hardwood “tree”, a four foot by four foot 
wooden crate filled with brush, and a stump with the 
root ball attached. Minnows and small fish are rapidly 
drawn to these underwater shelters seeking cover. 
Larger game fish routinely visit the shelters to feed, 
making them excellent places for anglers to try their 
luck. An updated listing of sites and their GPS 
coordinates is available on the FoCL website.    



 

             

               2012 Clam Lake Shelter locations                                        

LOON NESTING PLATFORM:  An 
ongoing effort to help an at-risk species 

After producing loon chicks during three of the last four 
years including “CC” shown below with FoCL member 
Susan Leach-Sittel and researcher Joe Kaplan, the 
nesting platform at the east end of the lake was less 
productive in 2012. The adult male loon which was  
identified with a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service tag in 
2010, returned for a third year but his mate did not come 
back.  After much socializing and typical “looniness”, 
another female took her place but the new pairing did 
not begin incubating eggs until June, about three weeks 
later than prior years.  Two chicks were hatched but 
neither survived more than one week, most likely victims 
of turtle predation in the warm late season water. The 
nesting platform and it’s two boater advisory buoys will 
again be deployed in 2013.  Hopefully, last year's pairing 
will be back in early March and get right to work making 
a home on Clam Lake for new chicks. Please, if you are 
boating near the natural area at the east end of the lake, 
be on the look out and provide a wide birth for the Loon 
family! 

 

Northaire Resort’s 3rd Annual Ice 
Fishing Contest: Northaire Resort located off 
Crystal Springs Rd. on the shores of Clam Lake will be 
holding their annual ice fishing contest on Saturday 
February 16th.  According to the resort’s web site that 
weekend is MDNR designated “free fishing” weekend in 

Michigan so no license is required to try your luck. 
Everyone is hoping for plenty of hungry fish for this test 
of angling skill which has attracted large numbers of 
contestants in each of the last two years. All in-season 
fish species will be recognized by contest officials but 
Clam Lake is particularly well known for large Northern 
Pike. An entry fee is required to participate and prizes 
will be awarded. Visit www.northaireresort.com for 
details.     

Message from the Past-President: 

It's been a true honor to have worked with so many of 
our members over the last 6+ years. It's been your 
dedication to the safe public and private use of Clam 
Lake that helps this lake remain a treasured resource for 
all. The growth in membership is proof that we're on the 
right track. Your continued involvement and commitment 
will be key as we look to the future. Thank you for the 
privilege to have served you and this organization. 

Paul Sak        

FoCL needs your help and support: 

Friends of Clam Lake is a member driven organization 
and we need input from everyone that cares about Clam 
Lake. If you have been a member in the past please 
renew your membership for 2013. If you have not 
previously been a member, please consider joining our 
organization this year. FoCL needs volunteers! There 
are opportunities to help with building and deploying fish 
shelters, combating the spread of Eurasion Milfoil and 
there are openings on the board of directors. Please 
consider becoming actively involved by volunteering 
your time and talents, it’s a great way to enjoy your 
favorite lake! 


